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From Our Principal
Penelope Harris

It has been another busy and productive week at Dillbadin Primary 
School, with students continuing to work hard and show great 
enthusiasm for their learning.

Across the school, students are developing their narrative writing 
skills, creating engaging stories using rich vocabulary, interesting 
characters and exciting plots. In Mathematics, classes are exploring 
concepts including shape, length, area and perimeter, building 
important problem-solving and measurement skills through hands-
on learning.

There is also a real sense of excitement around the school, with just 
one week to go until our Senior Class heads off on camp. Camp is 
always a wonderful opportunity for students to develop 
independence, strengthen friendships and create lasting memories. 
We can't wait to hear all about their adventures.

Unfortunately, Mr Jones has been unwell this week, and we wish him 
a speedy recovery. We are all hoping to welcome him back to school 
next week.





Every Day Counts – Attendance Matters
At Dillbadin Primary School, learning begins each day promptly at 8:55 am, and we ask that all 
students arrive on time and ready to learn. Being at school before the bell allows students to settle 
into the classroom, connect with their classmates and begin the day feeling calm and prepared. 
Every minute of learning counts.

Regular attendance has a significant impact on a child's learning and wellbeing. Missing one day of 
school every fortnight adds up to around 20 days each year—that's approximately four weeks of 
learning missed. Over the course of primary school, this equates to around 160 days, or almost a full 
year of schooling. Even missing one day each month adds up to around 10 days a year, which is 
almost two weeks of learning. Every lesson builds on the one before it, so consistent attendance 
helps students make steady progress, build strong friendships and develop positive routines.

We understand that there are times when children are unwell, or families face challenges. If your 
family is experiencing barriers to getting your child to school or arriving on time, please reach out. 
We are here to work alongside you, offer support and help find solutions so every child has the 
opportunity to succeed.

Mathematics at Dillbadin
If you've visited our classrooms recently, you may have noticed students using a variety of hands-on 
materials during mathematics lessons. These manipulatives—including counters, place value blocks, 
number lines, fraction pieces and other concrete resources—help students develop a deep 
understanding of mathematical concepts. Rather than simply memorising procedures, students can 
see, build and explain their thinking, creating strong foundations before moving to more abstract 
learning.

Our teachers also continue to make great use of Top Ten Maths,
a high-quality resource that provides engaging, structured 
lessons and rich mathematical discussions. Combined with 
explicit teaching, Top Ten Maths supports students to develop 
problem-solving skills, mathematical reasoning and confidence
 while ensuring learning is appropriately challenging for every
 student.

Another exciting part of our mathematics program is 
Blitzmaster, our number fact automaticity program. It helps
students build quick recall of essential addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division facts. Students work at their own 
level and progress at their own pace, celebrating milestones as they move through the program. 
Developing automatic recall of number facts reduces the load on working memory, allowing students 
to focus on more complex mathematical thinking and problem solving with greater confidence.

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support of our school and your partnership in your child's 
learning. Have a wonderful weekend.

Penelope

Dillbadin Primary School Newsletter                                                                                          Page 3



Nights of Reading
 
Awards

Dillbadin Primary School Newsletter                                                                                          Page 4

50 Nights                     100 Nights

Jane Ayan











Star Student Awards

JUNIOR
M for her amazing efforts in phonics. 
M, your sounding out of words has 

been fantastic!

MIDDLE
Kris for reading with amazing 

expression during guided reading. 

SENIOR
Samip for yet another outstanding 

week.  Your hard work is a great 
example to the rest of the school.

9

Dillbadin Primary School Newsletter                                                                                          Page 9



Star Student Awards
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Specialist Star 

Awards

MRS 
BLAKE

Visual Art: 
Dylan for the excellent effort you put 

into creating your animal profile 
masterpiece.  Your work is so detailed, 
and you have taken so much care with 

every part of it!  We are so proud of 
you!

MISS D
Performing Arts:

Samip for always demonstrating great 
effort and acting with fantastic 

expression!

MRS 
HARRIS

PE:
Cooper for his persistence and courage 

to try new things during gymnastics 
with Gecko Sport.
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Awards

12

Dillbadin Primary School Newsletter                                                                                          Page 
12



ES Award

Ruby for her independent and sensational effort in 
writing this week!!!
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