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Growing through learning
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SCHOOL From our Principal
TOURS Penelope Harris

As many students have been unwell in recent weeks, we’d like to remind all
families about simple hygiene habits that help keep everyone healthy.
Encouraging children to wash their hands with soap and water—after using
Please contact the toilet, before eating, and when their hands are dirty—is an easy but
important way to prevent the spread of germs.

Thank you for helping us keep our school community safe and well!

our office on

9762 2510 if you
would like to Whole School Celebration
book a school In just 8 weeks, our students accomplished something truly remarkable—

ith they filled our entire SWPBS tree!
tour .Wlt_ our Our SWPBS tree has 40 leaves, and each leaf represents 100 positive
Prmcnpal acknowledgments for students demonstrating our school-wide behavior
penelope Harris, expectations from the SWPBS matrix. That means a total of 4,000 positive
to discover the acknowledgments were given—an incredible display of respect,
responsibility, and resilience!
wonders of our Our students enjoyed a special whole-school reward to celebrate this
school and how amazing achievement—a trip to The Train Park in Bayswater!
They travelled on a Metro train from Boronia and shared a delicious sausage
we can support

i sizzle for lunch.
your child. Congratulations to all our students on their fantastic efforts in making our

school a positive and supportive place!
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Tickets for our Easter Raffle will be sent home next
y 4
ﬁ\ 2 N

week. Each student will receive 10 tickets, priced at S2 “n
e %)

each.

We are also accepting donations of Easter eggs or
treats, which can be dropped off at the office by
Wednesday, April 2nd. G,
The raffle will be drawn during our last assembly for &

i
Term 1 on Friday, April 4th. % :

School photos
We have School Pix coming to our school again in re l‘:‘;e::ts a::: $: e::‘h -

d _ ease write aname
2025. Our school photo day is Wednesday 2314 April B“’ e on each ticket y \
this is the first Wednesday of Term 2. - TR '\‘@
More information will come home before the end of Wednesday 2nd April
Term 1.

W re also seeking donations of Easter themed-
[ \ cts, these can be dropped at the office
N % Monday 31st March
9 e A ®_g
School Holiday Period

Life can be busy and sometimes stressful, and kids feel it too! Taking time to have fun together
helps everyone relax and strengthens your connection.
Here are some simple ways to enjoy time with your children:

» Play games - Board games, card games, and puzzles are a great way to spend time together.
* Get creative - Try drawing, painting, or craft activities indoors.

* Go outside - Visit a park, play basketball, down ball, or cricket.

+ Explore your community - Head to a local pool or library for a fun outing.

One easy way to connect as a family is by eating a meal outdoors. Instead of extra effort packing
a picnic, just take your regular dinner to the park. Sitting on a blanket, enjoying fresh air, and
letting the kids run around afterward can feel like a mini holiday.

Making time for fun doesn’t have to be complicated—the little moments make a big difference!

New (temporary) staff member

Next week, Neisha Gange will be taking a well-deserved break for Long Service Leave. Her last
day for Term 1 will be Tuesday, and she will return on Monday of Week 2 in Term 2.

While Neisha is away, Natalie Blenheim from Ferntree Gully North PS will be stepping into her
role. Natalie will join us on Monday and spend two days learning from Neisha before taking over.
Please join us in welcoming Natalie to our school community!

Next week is our last week of Term 1. We hope to see more students back at school.

; m&éo;a«a
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The Big Six

Research has shown that there are six key components to
successful beginning reading. Because of their importance, they
have become known as 'The Big Six": oral language,
phonological awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and
comprehension.

Vecabulary Phenelegical
awareness

Last week we learnt about Oral Language this week we are
looking at expanding students’ vocabulary.

@bomtoteachgc]

How Does Vocabulary Help with Reading?

When children know and understand lots of different words, they will recognise and
understand them more easily when reading.

Words can be grouped into three types:
1. . Common words (Tier 1) - These are simple, everyday words like the, and, was, dog, happy,
play, " and " go. Many of these words appear often in books; some need to be memorised

because they cannot be sounded out (e.g., was is pronounced "woz").

2. More complex words (Tier 2) - These are words that are less common in conversation but
appear in books, such as enormous, discover, prefer.

3. Subject-specific words (Tier 3) - These are words used in specific topics, like
photosynthesis in science or multiplication in math.

Children who hear lots of different words at home—through conversations and books read
aloud—will have a bigger vocabulary, making reading easier.

How Can Parents Help?
You can help your child learn new words by:

+ Talking and listening — Encourage your child to talk, ask questions, and use new words in
conversations.

» Reading aloud - Choose books with rich vocabulary and discuss new words. Ask your child,
“What do you think this word means?” or “Have you heard this word before?”

+ Playing ‘word detective’ - Look for new and interesting words when you're out—on signs,
menus, pamphlets, or at the zoo or museum.

+ Using a variety of words - Try using different words for the same thing (e.g., instead of “big,”
say “huge” or “gigantic”). Encourage your child to ask what words mean and use them in
conversations.

By making words fun and exciting, your child will build a strong vocabulary that helps them
become a better reader!
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Wellbeing Wrap-Up

Neisha Gange - Assistant Principal

Supporting Student Wellbeing through the Open Parachute Program

At Dillbadin Primary School, we believe that a child’s mental health and emotional wellbeing are just
as important as their academic success, and they are inextricably linked to each other. To ensure
our students are supported in the space of wellbeing, we've introduced the Open Parachute
Program, a wellbeing initiative that helps students build emotional resilience, develop a positive
mindset, and manage the challenges of daily life.

What is the Open Parachute Program?

The Open Parachute Program is a comprehensive, evidence-based wellbeing curriculum designed
to support students in managing their emotions, enhancing their social skills, and coping with
stress. The program encourages self-awareness, empathy, and mindfulness, and helps students
build essential life skills such as problem-solving, resilience, and communication. Through
interactive lessons and activities, students are given tools to understand their emotions and
navigate difficult situations, fostering a supportive environment both at school and at home.

How Does the Open Parachute Program Support Wellbeing?
The program focuses on several key areas of student wellbeing, including:

1. Emotional Awareness: Students learn how to identify and name their emotions, which empowers
them to express how they feel in healthy ways.

2. Resilience Building: Students learn strategies for coping with setbacks and developing a growth
mindset, helping students bounce back from challenges.

3. Social Skills and Empathy: Through group activities and discussions, students learn how to relate
to others, communicate effectively, and build strong relationships.

4. Mindfulness and Relaxation: Students engage in mindfulness practices that promote calmness
and reduce anxiety, helping them focus better on their schoolwork and manage stress.

5. Positive Self-Esteem: The program encourages students to recognise their strengths and build
confidence, fostering a positive sense of self.

Why does Dillbadin Primary School run the Open Parachute program?

At Dillbadin Primary School, we are committed to nurturing the whole child- intellectually, socially,
and emotionally. As we see more students facing challenges such as anxiety, stress, and
interpersonal conflicts, it's important that we provide proactive support to ensure every child
thrives. The Open Parachute Program aligns with our school’s core values and provides a structured
way to embed wellbeing practices into our daily routines. By implementing the Open Parachute
Program, we are taking a proactive approach to ensure our students are equipped with the
necessary tools to navigate life’s ups and downs, taking a crucial step in supporting the wellbeing of
our students, and helping them to thrive emotionally and academically. We're excited to see the
positive impact this program will have on our school community. As we continue to foster a culture
of care and community, we look forward to seeing our students grow into resilient, confident, and
compassionate individuals.
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) Star Student Awards

JUNIOR

MIDDLE

SENIOR

SPECIALISTS
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%’ Values Awards

BE SAFE:
JUNIOR
BE A LEARNER:
MIDDLE
BE A LEARNER:

SENIOR
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Assistive technology,
like C-Pens, provides
essential support in the
Senior classroom.
These tools assist
students with reading,
writing, and
comprehension
challenges by offering
instant text-to-speech
or translations. They
promote greater
independence and
engagement, ensuring
all learners, regardless
of ability, can fully
participate and succeed
in their educational
journey.
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Performing Arts classes at DPS have started with
a BANG in 2025! Our students have embraced a
variety of activities, from drumming and
glockenspiel playing to dancing, drama games,
and Boomwhacker sessions. They have explored
rhythms using both African drums and bucket
drums, working together to create unified beats
and play along to some popular songs, while the
glockenspiels offered a chance to experiment
with melodies. Many students have shone
during our dance sessions whilst others have
shown their star talents through drama games.
They should be proud of their hard work, and |
look forward to another exciting term ahead!

2:00pm - Friday 4" April

To wrap up our brilliant first term of learning, we would like to invite
all our friends and families to watch all the classes perform at the
final assembly for the term! Come along and see us shine!
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%’ School Wide
Positive Behaviour

JEalte s odt

Our students earned 3 leaves

in the past week, which is 300
acknowledgement of positive
behaviour.

Amazmg work everyone!



Important Dates

Every Friday 3:00pm School Assembly

Friday 4t April Last day of Term 1 - 2:30pm dismissal
Tuesday 22" April Term 2 starts

Wednesday 2314 April School photos

Friday 25t April ANZAC Day public holiday - no school
Wednesday 7t May Curriculum Day - no students at school
Wednesday 4™ June Incursion — Musica Viva
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Growing through learning

SCHOOL ENROLMENT
FOR

Dillbadin

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Growing through learning

Our teaching and learning follows Victorian Curriculum
and we ensure it's customised to the needs of students.

The teachers are inclusive and supportive, skillfully
differentiating their approach to meet each child's
needs while building strong, meaningful relationships
that go above and beyond expectations.

The school has a state-of-the-art facilities, acoustically
designed to create an optimal learning environment for
children.

The teachers foster a nurturing and supportive
valued,

environment where every student feels

encouraged, and empowered to thrive.

Electronic enrolments are now available for
Dillbadin Primary School. However, we will still
need a copy of the student's birth certificate
and immunisation status, which can be
uploaded to the enrolment system.

We will also continue to take paper enrolments
where necessary.

Dates for 2026 Foundation Students:

Submit an enrolment application by Friday, 25
July 2025.

You will be notified of the outcome of your
application between Monday, 28 July, and
Friday, 8 August 2025.

If you receive an enrolment offer, you should
accept the offer by Friday, 22 August 2025.

e 039762 2510

e dillbadin.ps@education.vic.gov.au

www.dillbadinps.vic.edu.au
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PROGRAM

Family Friendly All Skill Levels Welcome
. s :
Qualified Coaches Sl Kickstart 4-6 year olds

% » Great Facilities & _,M s : Boys US-U18

*Y"  ChildSafe Environment

Girls U10-U12

Scan OR code " —

to register e

Guy Turner Reserve, Bayswater bayswaterstrikerssc@gmail.com - Bayswater Strikers
Soccer Club

@bayswaterstrikers_sc www.bayswaterstrikers.com.au

Family
Room

4 Weeks
Unlimited
$239

—
B G |
P ,. N < A 4

\ Includes

"'i W vy
e ﬁ 1 Adult & 2 Kids
: |

*Conditions Apply
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Save up to 90% with the Child Cofe SuBsidy

Ferntree Gully North PS TheirCare
T Th rcd | €3 Times 100 - fllgn
J © Location ¥ Foreat Hosd, Fesrires Eully VI 156

&, Call 0437 145 &

"NETS B2 mavmen CRLDOUN SAESTL  "*Withauk he (VL) CAFE RESTY.

\\lf'--\

There are ! 2 types ) of Child Care Payments.

90%

The amount you can get dopends an

@ your family's

cognised sctivities

artner do

2. Additional Child Care Subsidy

This |s extra support fo me families Including
b grandparents / greal grandp

on Income

those experiencing temporary hardship

Claim these subsidies
wis myGov

For more information, call Theircare on #1300 072 HO

ary School Newsletter

Holiday Program Iimportant Information!

What to bring A -
A . Serious stuifl ) |82

Medical Management

Plan £ Medication

bon't forget!
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D - - .
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" iy of
Child Care Subsidy =
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Changes to your booking
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For more information regarding enrolling your child in primary
school in 2026 including timelines please click on the link below:

Enrolling in primary school for 2026
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https://www.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-11/Factsheet-for-foundation-enrolment-2025-26-English_0.pdf

Updated July 2023

T
Department
\goucmor}\ TORIA | Zzoroer:
Government

Digital Enrolment
Parent/Carer Quick Reference Guide

Enrolling your child is quick and easy using your laptop or desktop

Before you begin

@ ] &

e
Google Chrome is the Use of a laptop or desktop Use the Save button if
recommended browser is recommended you need to walk away
ﬂ'\ I} ® @
Ensure your listed Emergency Check your details are Have all your digital documents
contact is someone other complete before submitting ready as they must be
than Adult A or Adult B - uploaded to your application

You can’t edit after submission
e.g. Birth certificate, Proof of Address,
Proof of Residency

Finding your designated neighbourhood school

Use Find My School to view a map of available government schools in your area, including your
designated neighbourhood (local) school.

Register for an account

Click the following link: https://students.educationapps.vic.qov.au/s/

Create an account

Scroll down and select Register

Read the acknowledgement and select Continue

Enter the requested details

A verification email will be sent to your inbox (check spam folder)

Click the link that has been emailed to you to complete registration _

You will be prompted to set a new password
Have an account?

Select Change Password

ol e B U R

You will land on the portal homepage
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Ongoing access to the portal

Select the following link: https://students.educationapps.vic.gov.au/s/

Gy N ok

Enter your credential details
Select Log in
When logging in on a new device, you will
be prompted for a verification code
e check your email for the code
s enter code and select Verify
You will land on the portal homepage

Government

® PorentCo

rerSt. v

To log out, navigate to the drop-down menu and select Logout

Submitting an application

O & i hy: =

o

From the portal homepage, select Apply
Enter new school application details
Read the privacy notice and then select Continue

Enter details for each section (including documentation upload)

Read Review and Declaration and check all details have been provided and are

correct

Note: Once an enrolment enquiry is submitted, enrolment details cannot be edited via the Portal

Select Submit

The Application Submission screen will appear and then select Close

You will be taken to your application list

Start a new application

Enquire ond cpply direct!y to locol
=chools in your area

Steps

@ Student Detalls

@ Address Detoils

Viewing, withdrawing or adding files to an application

1.

2. You can monitor the application status along the top status bar,
view application details, withdraw the application or view and
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In the portal, select application number to view details, including status

My Applications

Application | Type

Requested Start Dote Swotus

Subrmtted

upload files

e To withdraw: select Withdraw Application, enter a

reason and the application will be closed

o To add files: select Add Files at the bottom of the

browser and follow instructions

Submitted

" Mg your SpeReation The schoot el »

XTI by ra) e wvren) mwe

Oridgeacad Primary
School

amrt
Janrvy MASUM
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Accepting or not accepting an enrolment offer
IMPORTANT NOTE: Please only accept ONE enrolment offer. All enrolments must be accepted

via the portal.

1. When a school makes an offer of enrolment, you will be notified Place Offered
by email and the status in the portal will be updated

2. Select the link in the email, and you will be redirected to
the portal

- L shuret W (h wchond e i Mo oooepees e it offe

3. Inthe portal, My Applications will display Place Offered

Jarevy MAIM Bapewond Primoary

4. Select application number <

o

Select Accept Offer to accept the enrolment offer (only accept ONE)
and you will be prompted to provide additional information

Read the privacy notice and select Continue to proceed
Enter details for each section (including documentation upload)
Click Submit

When the school finalises the application, you will be notified by email notification
and the status in the portal will be updated

© e NS

10. If you received multiple enrolment offers, or you no longer wish to proceed with your
enrolment application:

* select Do Not Accept (for each offer to be declined)

* enter a reason and the application will be closed

NOTE: Your personal and health information will be shared with the school once you have accepted an
enrolment offer.

We are here to support you

If you have any questions regarding your enrolment, please contact your school. For information
about this process, visit https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol.
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the
classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the
opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making
Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a

student’s background and their outcomes.

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences
in the great outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper
understanding of how the world works while sports teach
teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are a part of a
healthy curriculum.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist
eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps
and sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A
special consideration category also exists for asylum
seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the
school to use towards expenses relating to camps,
excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your
child.

The annual CSEF amount per student is:
o $154 for primary school students

» $256 for secondary school students

HOW TO APPLY

New applicants should contact the school office
to obtain a CSEF application form or download
from the website below.

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last
year, you do not need to complete an application
form this year unless there has been a change in
your family circumstances.

You only need to complete an application form if
any of the following changes have occurred:

e new student enrolments: your child has
started or changed schools this year.

e changed family circumstances: such as a
change of custody, change of name,
concession card number, or new siblings
commencing this year.

Check with the school office if you are unsure

MORE INFORMATION

For more information about CSEF visit:
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund

1 | Department of Education
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