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What an extraordinary couple of weeks it has been at our school.

Swimming:
Our students completed a two-week swimming program designed to build vital water-safety and 
survival skills. In Australia, with our abundant access to waterways, developing strong swimming 
abilities is essential, and our students rose to the occasion. They embraced every session with 
enthusiasm, respect, and a genuine love of the experience.

A heartfelt thank-you goes to all staff who supported students as they practised independent skills—
changing in and out of bathers, following instructions from their swim teachers, and travelling safely 
to and from the pool. We also extend a special acknowledgment to Ben, who jumped into the water to 
ensure every student had the opportunity to enjoy the big slide on the final Fun Day. It was an 
incredible finish to a fantastic program.

Twilight Christmas Market:
We also celebrated another significant milestone with our inaugural Twilight Christmas
Market—and what a resounding success it was. Our deepest thanks to Kat D’Aquino for 
her exceptional coordination and organisation of this event. The highlight of the evening
was undoubtedly the Christmas Carols Concert performed by our students. Their talent
and confidence shone, especially with Alexandra’s courageous solo performance 
alongside East City Sounds. 

We are also grateful to every staff member, family volunteer, and friend who contributed their time 
and energy to make the night run seamlessly.
Given the overwhelming success of this year’s event, we are thrilled to announce that the Twilight 
Christmas Market will now become an annual tradition, held on the first Friday of December.

These past weeks have showcased the very best of our school community: commitment, creativity, 
teamwork, and joy. We could not be prouder.

Thank You to Our School Council:
Our School Council plays a vital role in the governance of Dillbadin PS, providing oversight in areas 
such as finance, buildings and grounds, school policy, strategic planning, fundraising, and outside 
school hours care. Their partnership with the school ensures a strong focus on continuous 
improvement and high-quality learning for all students.
We express our appreciation to Glen McDonald and Rob Sloane for their ongoing support and 
contributions.

We are grateful for the dedication and leadership of all council members who help shape our school’s 
future.
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Teaching and Staffing Announcement for 2026
We are very pleased to announce that all current staff will be returning to Dillbadin Primary School 
in 2026. We look forward to another year of strong teamwork, continuity, and high-quality 
learning for our students.

Our teaching team for 2026 will include:
• Junior School: Charlotte Sparkes
• Middle School: Tamika Osborn (Monday and Tuesday) and Kat D’Aquino (Wednesday to Friday)
• Senior School: David Simpson

We are also delighted to confirm that all of our Education Support staff will be returning: Ben, 
James, Julie, Leonie, Mo, and Simone. Their dedication and expertise remain invaluable to our 
school community.
In our office, Bec Bullock will continue in her role as our Business Manager working Tuesday to 
Thursday, and Kirsty Lay will return as our Speech Pathologist on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

We are thrilled to maintain this strong and cohesive team for 2026 and look forward to another 
outstanding year ahead.

Upcoming Events Next Week
We have a number of important celebrations and activities taking place next week as we conclude 
the 2025 school year.

• Grade 6 Graduation – Tuesday, 1:00 pm
We look forward to welcoming our Grade 6 students and their families for this special milestone 
celebration.

• 2026 Student Leadership Interviews – Wednesday
I will be meeting with our leadership candidates throughout the day as part of the selection 
process for next year’s student leadership team.

• Final assembly for 2025 - Friday, December 19, at 1:00pm. 
At this assembly, we will farewell our Grade 6 students, present our Student Award recipients and 
introduce our new school leaders. 

• Early Finish – Friday, 1:30 pm
A reminder that school will finish early on Friday as we officially close out the 2025 school year.

We appreciate everyone’s support and participation as we celebrate our students and prepare for 
an exciting year ahead.

Parent Contributions 2026
Parent Payments for 2026 are now available via Compass under Course Confirmation. Thank you 
to the families who have already submitted their contributions.

Your voluntary contributions play a vital role in enabling Dillbadin Primary School to provide high-
quality learning programs, maintain excellent resources, and continue improving our facilities.

If you have any questions, please contact the school office.
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SAFE SOCIALS—FOR PARENTS AND CARERS OF PRIMARY AGED STUDENTS 
As we head into the holidays device usage can increase over the holiday period. Parents and carers 
play a key role in guiding their children as they navigate the online world and begin to learn 
through exploration, play and social interaction. 

As you are most likely aware, yesterday, new laws came into effect which bans children aged under 
16 years old from having social media accounts. 

Parents and carers can prepare their primary school aged child to be safe on social media even if 
they don’t use it yet. You can do this by building good online habits and staying informed about 
online safety. 

You can learn more how to help your child begin their online journey on the eSafety 
Commissioner’s website. You can also learn about the range of games, apps and sites in the eSafety 
Guide, including what all the apps are, their minimum age requirements, how to protect personal 
information and how to report content within the apps themselves. 

Click on the tile to take you to more information.

Thanks for another great week!

Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend. We look forward to an exciting final week of school and 
learning at Dillbadin Primary School for 2025. See you on Monday.

Penelope

A blue sign with white text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.vic.gov.au/safe-socials-parents-and-carers-primary


STEM
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This week in STEM, the students learned about Christmas Beetles. Did you know that Christmas 
Beetle numbers could be declining? Many people say when they were younger they remember seeing 
heaps of Christmas Beetle’s around this time of year and that we aren’t seeing as many as we used to. 
This week, the students at Dillbadin Primary learned why their numbers might be declining and why 
we might not see as many at this time of year as we used to. We then learned about the 
characteristics of Christmas beetles and then headed outside to do some Christmas Beetle hunting! 

We didn’t find any Christmas beetles, but we did see a Large Spotted Ladybird, the False Meadow 
Katydid, and a Harlequin Red bug, to name a few. We used the iNaturalist Seek app to identify each 
species they found. Scientists are also using the app to do a Christmas Beetle count to see if the 
Christmas Beetle numbers are really on the decline. You can add to the count if you see a Christmas 
Beetle by going to https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/christmas-beetle-count. Something that 
could be fun to do over the holidays! Bug hunting in STEM was a lot of fun and all the students really 
responded to finding and identifying all the insects and arachnids we found.

Next week will be our final STEM lesson for the year, and we’re excited to finish with a fun activity—
making ice cream from scratch! Students will also have the opportunity to eat the ice cream they 
create. Please ensure you provide permission for them to eat the ice cream by responding via the 
event on Compass. Thank you

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inaturalist.org%2Fprojects%2Fchristmas-beetle-count&data=05%7C02%7CPenelope.Harris%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf4dadf02f0904978c7ce08de38722cb0%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639010260188607482%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MkLaWHLw7fNH2LeCMOKqLiTkpswlwrns9MTiSC974jY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inaturalist.org%2Fprojects%2Fchristmas-beetle-count&data=05%7C02%7CPenelope.Harris%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf4dadf02f0904978c7ce08de38722cb0%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639010260188607482%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MkLaWHLw7fNH2LeCMOKqLiTkpswlwrns9MTiSC974jY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inaturalist.org%2Fprojects%2Fchristmas-beetle-count&data=05%7C02%7CPenelope.Harris%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf4dadf02f0904978c7ce08de38722cb0%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639010260188607482%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MkLaWHLw7fNH2LeCMOKqLiTkpswlwrns9MTiSC974jY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inaturalist.org%2Fprojects%2Fchristmas-beetle-count&data=05%7C02%7CPenelope.Harris%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf4dadf02f0904978c7ce08de38722cb0%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639010260188607482%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MkLaWHLw7fNH2LeCMOKqLiTkpswlwrns9MTiSC974jY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inaturalist.org%2Fprojects%2Fchristmas-beetle-count&data=05%7C02%7CPenelope.Harris%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf4dadf02f0904978c7ce08de38722cb0%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639010260188607482%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MkLaWHLw7fNH2LeCMOKqLiTkpswlwrns9MTiSC974jY%3D&reserved=0


Christmas

 Melodies Excursion
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Swimming
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Nights of Reading
 
Awards

Dillbadin Primary School Newsletter                                                                                          Page 7

25 Nights

Charlie

50 Nights

75 Nights

Rohaan

100 Nights

125 Nights

Harvey Ivy Kris

150 Nights

Samip Amare William

175 Nights

Jozee Ayan



Nights of Reading
 
Awards
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Star Student Awards

JUNIOR
Sebastian for putting in amazing effort 

during writing this week!

MIDDLE

Amare for writing an incredible 
narrative, “The Hidden Portal”!

Ayva for 

SENIOR
The Senior Class for their amazing work 
all week in writing. You all worked hard 

and prepared well, and it paid off in 
some amazing speeches!
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Star Student Awards
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Specialist Star 

Awards

MRS 
BLAKE

STEM:
Avah for showing wonderful 

enthusiasm and curiosity while learning 
about Christmas beetles while on our 

beetle hunt in STEM.

MISS D
Performing Arts:

No award this week

MRS 
HARRIS

PE:
Faiq for consistently demonstrating a 
determined, never-give-up attitude.  

He listens, participates with enthusiasm 
and has fun in our Gecko Sport 

sessions.
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Specialist Star Awards
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Important Dates

Date Event

Every Friday 3:00pm School Assembly

Tuesday 16th December 2025 Graduation Lunch

Friday 19th December Last Day of the Year 1:30pm finish

Friday 19th December Semester 2 Reports released on Compass
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2026 Start Date Finish Date

Term 1 28th January 2nd April

Term 2 20th April 26th June

Term 3 13th July 18th September

Term 4 5th October 18th December

Future Dates for 2026



Smile Squad
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Dillbadin Primary School can now access Smile Squad Services
 
 
The Smile Squad team from Each will provide dental services to our school from the Smile Squad 
Hub at Lilydale, 18-22 Lakeview Drive during the months of December 2025-January 2026, from 
15th Dec-24th Dec 2025 and 12th Jan-Friday 23rd Jan 2026.
 
Smile Squad is the Victorian Government free school dental program.
This means ALL students can get a free dental check-up, preventive services, and treatment at the 
Smile Squad Hub.
 
How to access free dental care:
We need your consent before we can provide services. Consent is usually provided by a parent or 
guardian.

Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic 

OR use the below QR code:
 

 
  

  
 
Please complete and submit the consent form, this will be sent directly to Each.
Paper copies of the consent form are available. Please contact the school office if you would like to 
request one.

The electronic consent form can be translated into more than 100 languages, and the paper form is 
available in 30 languages.

Once the registration has been processed, you will receive an SMS with contact details to arrange 
a suitable appointment time.
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