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Dillbadin

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Growing through learning

From our Principal

Penelope Harris

What a Great Week of Learning!

We're already nearly halfway through the term, with Week 4 now complete. This term may be a short
one of only nine weeks, but we are certainly packing a lot into it! From camps and special events to
exciting classroom projects, there’s plenty happening to keep our students engaged and learning right
up until the final day.

Despite a week of disruptions with some staff away supporting camp and others absent, our
classrooms have still been buzzing with learning. Our students have shown fantastic adaptability,
welcoming different teachers and continuing to engage enthusiastically in their lessons. It's been
wonderful to see their resilience and positive attitudes shining through.

Senior Camp

This week, our Senior students headed off to Blackwood for their much-anticipated camp. The
students were fantastic, embracing every challenge and making the most of the outdoor activities on
offer. From high and low ropes courses to night archery and the climbing wall, there was plenty of
fun, teamwork, and personal achievement throughout the camp.

Camps are such an important part of our school program, offering students opportunities that go
beyond the classroom. They help build personal care and independence, develop social skills through
shared experiences, and encourage problem solving in real-world situations. Whether it's working
together to set up equipment, supporting a friend on the ropes course, or navigating new routines,
these experiences help our students grow in confidence and resilience.

A big thank you goes to our staff — Neisha Gange, David Simpson, and Ben Symmons — who
accompanied the students and supported them every step of the way. Going on camp is a big
commitment, and we greatly appreciate our staff giving up their time and spending time away from
their families to ensure our students can have such a fun and memorable experience.

Over the coming week, our students will be reflecting on their favourite moments from camp by
writing recounts to share their personal highlights. We'll also be including a special report from staff,
along with a selection of camp photos, in next week’s newsletter. This will be an excellent opportunity
for families to get a glimpse of the fun, learning, and adventures that took place at Blackwood.

We now look forward to our Middle School camp next week. We hope our Middle students have a
wonderful time away on Wednesday and Thursday, enjoying new activities, making memories, and
sharing in the same spirit of adventure as our Seniors.
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Book Week 2025 - Celebrating on Monday 25 August

Book Week is just around the corner! While the official dates are next week, our school will be

celebrating on Monday 25 August due to the Middle School camp. Students are encouraged to
come dressed as their favourite character from their favourite book. We ask that students also
bring the book their character is from, so they can share it with their peers and talk about why
it's special to them.

This year’s Book Week theme is “Book an Adventure”, inspiring our students to explore the
worlds, journeys, and discoveries that can be found within the pages of a book. 2025 also marks
the 80th anniversary of Children’s Book Week — a wonderful milestone in celebrating the joy of
reading across generations.

Book Week is a fantastic opportunity to spark excitement around reading. Dressing up, sharing
stories, and engaging with books in new and creative ways helps to create a buzz that
encourages children to read more widely and more often. This excitement extends beyond the
event itself, fostering a lifelong love of books and reading,

Events like Book Week highlight the importance of placing quality literature in the hands of our
students every day — both at school and at home. Access to engaging, well-written books helps
to develop not only literacy skills but also imagination, empathy, and critical thinking. We look
forward to seeing our students’ creativity shine on Monday 25 August as we “Book an Adventure’
together.

i

2025 Children’s Book Week”
16-23 August

2025 Parent/Caregiver /Guardian Opinion Survey

Each year, our school conducts an opinion survey with the school community. All families are
invited to participate in the survey. Results will be used to inform and direct our future school
planning and improvement.

Please take the time to complete the survey, as your opinions are important to us and will
contribute to the future management and organisation of our school.

The survey will be conducted online and should take 20 minutes to complete. The survey can be
completed on any internet-enabled device (iPad, Desktop or Laptop, Smartphone) and is
compatible with most browsers.

The survey will be open from Monday, August 18, to Friday, September 19. The survey is available
in English and 10 other languages, including Arabic, Vietnamese, Simplified Chinese, Chin
(Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Greek, Turkish, Somali and Punjabi.

Please follow the instructions below to complete the survey. Next Monday, the link to the survey
will be sent out on Compass, and we ask that families take time to complete the survey. Thank
you for taking the time to participate. Your assistance is greatly appreciated.
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Upcoming Events for the Rest of the Term

We have some exciting events coming up to round out the term! In addition to the Middle
School Camp on Wednesday, 20 August and Thursday, 21 August, we'll be holding our annual
Father’s Day Stall and BBQ on Thursday, 4 September. This is always a wonderful opportunity for
students to pick out a special gift and enjoy a relaxed community gathering.

Another highlight to look forward to is our Whole School Scavenger Hunt on Wednesday, 10
September. This brand-new event promises fun, teamwork, and a little friendly competition —
and yes, there will be prizes to be won!

Keep an eye on Compass in the coming weeks for updates and information about all of these
exciting events. We're looking forward to making the rest of this short term memorable for all
our students.

Our Community Pantry — Here for Everyone

Did you know our school has a Community Pantry available to all families — no questions asked?
You can access it at any time to take what you need. The pantry is stocked through our
partnership with Foodbank, an organisation we greatly value for its ongoing commitment to our
school community.

Foodbank not only provides the items for our Community Pantry but also supplies the food for
our Breakfast Club and helps us provide lunches if a student needs something to eat during the
school day. Their support ensures that every student has access to nutritious food, helping them
to learn and thrive.

We encourage families to make use of the Community Pantry whenever needed. This is not
charity — it's a resource we are proud to provide for our school community. By using it, you're
making the most of a service that exists to support and strengthen all of our families.

Let’s Bring Our Assemblies Back to Life

We've noticed recently that fewer families are attending our school assemblies, and we'd love to
see that change. Assemblies are an important part of school life — they're a time to come
together as a community, celebrate student achievements, share important updates, and
showcase the wonderful learning happening in our classrooms. They also give students valuable
opportunities to build confidence by speaking or performing in front of an audience.

We understand that everyone’s time is precious, and there may be reasons why attendance has
dropped. That's why we'd like to hear from you. How can we make assemblies more engaging,
enjoyable, and worthwhile for families to attend?

Your feedback will help us create assemblies that are meaningful for our students and appealing
to our wider school community. Please email your thoughts to
dillbadin.ps@education.vic.gov.au. We ask that feedback is productive and useful — aimed at
helping us improve — rather than critical or dismissive. Together, we can make our assemblies a
highlight of the week once again.

Have a great weekend, and we will see everyone on Monday.

; m&éo]a«@
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Kai Avah Kenzie

Kaira

50 Nights

Kai Kris Daniel

75 Nights

Jozee Alexandra Sebastian

100 Nights

Amare Ayan
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Wellbeing Wrap-Up

Neisha Gange - Assistant Principal

Thank You for Supporting Student Wellbeing Week!

A huge thank you to all our families for your incredible support during Student Wellbeing Week
at Dillbadin Primary School!

Throughout the week, students explored themes like gratitude, kindness, emotional regulation,
and connection through engaging classroom activities, and many of you continued that
learning at home.

To help keep the momentum going, here are some quick ways to support your child’s wellbeing
at home:

Conversation Starters:

Try these during car rides, at the dinner table, or before bed:

+ “What made you smile today?”

“Was there a moment today when you felt really calm or peaceful?”
“Who did something kind for you today, and what did they do?”
“What'’s something you're looking forward to tomorrow?”

“If your feelings were a colour today, what colour would they be?”

Simple Wellbeing Activities:

Fun, low-prep ways to build connection and emotional awareness:

+ Gratitude Jar: Each family member writes something they're grateful for on a slip of paper
each day. Read them together at the end of the week.

+ Kindness Bingo: Make a bingo card of small acts of kindness (e.g. “say thank you,” “help pack
up,” “smile at someone”).

+ Mindful Minutes: Try 1- 2 minutes of quiet breathing, listening to calming music, or a mindful
walk around the backyard.

« Draw Your Day: Encourage your child to draw how they felt during the day using colours,

faces, or simple pictures.

Reflection Questions:

These help children make sense of their experiences and build emotional language. They can

replace our usual first question of “how was your day?™:

+ “What’s something you were proud of today?”

+ “Was there anything tricky today? What helped you through it?”

+ “How did you show kindness to yourself or someone else today?”

+ “What’s something you'd do differently next time?”

* “How did your body feel when you were happy/worried /excited?”

+ We know wellbeing is built day by day, through small but meaningful moments. By
continuing these simple routines at home, you're helping your child feel heard, connected,
and supported every step of the way. Together, we're building a caring community where
wellbeing is everyone’s business.
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’ Specialist Star

Awards

MRS
BLAKE

MISS D

MISS
GANGE




Specialist Star
Awards
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Important Dates

Every Friday 3:00pm School Assembly

Wed 20 Aug to Thurs 21 Aug Middle Class Camp
Wednesday 27t August ANAM School Concert
Thursday 4t September Father’s Day stall and BBQ
Wednesday 10t September Whole School Scavenger Hunt
Friday 19t September Footy Colour Day

Friday 19t September Final day of Term 3 - 2:30pm finish
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School Wide
Positive Behaviour

D

4 d .
Our students have again earned 2
leaf in the past week, which is

200 acknowledgements of
positive behaviour.
Amazing work, everyone!
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