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What a Wonderful Week at Dillbadin! 

We've had an exciting and action-packed week at Dillbadin Primary School, filled with memorable 
learning experiences both in and out of the classroom. Students enjoyed a fantastic incursion, which 
brought new ideas and energy right into our school, as well as a fun and engaging excursion that gave 
them the chance to explore learning in a different environment.

It’s been so lovely to see smiling faces, enthusiastic participation, and plenty of great questions as 
students immersed themselves in these opportunities. A big thank you to our staff for organising such 
rich experiences—and to our students for representing the school with pride!

Celebrating Nights of Reading at Home

We are excited to introduce a new way to celebrate and encourage reading at home! Starting this 
term, students will be awarded certificates to recognise the number of nights they spend reading 
outside of school.
These certificates will be presented at our school assemblies once students reach reading 
milestones—such as 25, 50, 75, and 100 nights of reading. It’s a great way to celebrate their effort and 
build positive reading habits!

Why is reading at home so important?
Regular reading at home has many benefits for children, including:

• Building stronger literacy skills, including understanding text
•  structure, sentence formation and use of punctuation
• Developing imagination and creativity
• Expanding vocabulary and comprehension
• Supporting academic achievement across all areas
• Creating calm and positive bedtime routines

We encourage families to make reading a daily habit—whether it's your 
child reading independently, being read to, or reading together. Every 
minute counts, and your support makes a big difference!

Let’s work together to foster a love of reading and celebrate our students’ efforts along the way.

Penelope Harris
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Reading Quality Books at Home – Why It Matters

We know that not all books are created equal. Quality texts—whether
 they’re picture books, chapter books, or levelled readers—do more
 than teach children to read. They help build language, spark 
imagination, and develop critical thinking skills.

Our levelled readers are carefully matched to each child’s learning 
stage, supporting fluency, comprehension, and confidence. They also 
reinforce the strategies we teach in class, helping to connect home 
and school learning.

Reading at home doesn’t need to be complicated. Just sit down with  a great book, read together, 
talk about what’s happening, and enjoy the time with your child. Asking simple questions like 
“What do you think will happen next?” or “Why did the character do that?” can spark meaningful 
conversations and deepen your child’s understanding of the story.

Above all, reading together should feel enjoyable. These moments help children associate 
reading with comfort, curiosity, and connection—and that’s where a lifelong love of books 
begins.

So next time your child brings home a levelled reader or quality book from school, take a few 
minutes to sit with them and enjoy the story. Because when it comes to growing great readers, 
it’s not just about reading—it’s about raising thoughtful, confident learners.

School Uniform Reminder

We ask all families to ensure that students wear the correct school uniform when attending 
school. If any uniform items, such as jumpers, are wet or dirty, please send a note or email to 
your child’s teacher explaining the situation.

Please note that sporting club jumpers and jackets are not permitted to be worn at school.
To help us keep track of belongings, please make sure all your child’s clothing is clearly labelled 
with their name.  Thank you for your support!

Calling All Green Thumbs – Help Us Grow! 

We’re looking to start a Gardening Club at Dillbadin Primary School and would
 love to invite parents, carers, or family members to get involved in helping keep 
our school grounds looking their best!

Whether you’re a keen gardener or just happy to lend a hand, there’s something 
for everyone—simple tasks like weeding and watering, or more involved jobs such
as hedge trimming, planting, or maintaining our garden beds and grassy areas. 
Even a small amount of time can make a big difference!

If you're interested in volunteering your time or skills (even occasionally), we’d love to hear from 
you. Please let the office know if you’d like to be part of this growing initiative. Let’s work 
together to keep our school beautiful and thriving!
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Introducing Blitzmaster – Building Confidence with Number Facts

We are excited to share that we have introduced Blitzmaster across our classrooms—an 
engaging and structured program designed to improve students’ automatic recall of number 
facts.

Blitzmaster focuses on the four core number operations: addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
and division, and the higher levels include fractions, BODMAS and indices. The program is 
carefully levelled from Level 1 to Level 26, allowing students to work at their point of need and 
build confidence step by step.

Here’s how it works:
• Students complete a Blitzmaster sheet at the start of every maths lesson.
• They are given 8 minutes to complete the task.
• If they achieve 90% accuracy or higher for three consecutive sessions, they progress to the 

next level.
Having automatic recall of number facts is essential, as it supports success in many areas of 
maths, including:
• Problem solving
• Fractions and decimals
• Measurement
• Time
• Money
• Algebra
• Patterns and equations
• Multi-step word problems

When students can quickly recall basic number facts, they free up brain space to focus on more 
complex thinking and problem-solving tasks.

This consistent routine not only builds fluency, but also helps create a calm and orderly 
classroom environment, giving all students a focused and productive start to their learning.
We’re already seeing students embrace the challenge and celebrate their progress, and we’re 
looking forward to the continued growth in their number confidence!

School Counsellor
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Sunidhi, our school counsellor, for the care and 
support she has provided to our students and school community during her time with us. 
Sunidhi has now finished up in her role, and we are very grateful for the positive impact she 
made.
We are currently in the process of interviewing a new counselling candidate through our 
ongoing partnership with Monash University, and we hope to introduce the new counsellor to 
the school community very soon.

Thank you for your ongoing support. Wishing you a wonderful weekend — take care, and we 
look forward to seeing you next week!

Penelope
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25 Nights

Jozee Sebastian William

Ayan Amare Alexandra

Kaylee Rubee Ivy

Ayva Daniel Kris

Harvey Eli Mason

Samip Aazaan Faiq

50 Nights

Jozee Sebastian William

Ayan Amare Alexandra

Kaylee Ivy Harvey

Eli Samip Aazaan

Faia

75 Nights

William Ayan Amare

Eli Samip
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Neisha Gange – Assistant Principal
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Dillbadin Primary School Values

Just a reminder that Friday 8th August is a Curriculum Day—students are not required to 
attend school on this day.

While students enjoy the day off, our teachers will be at school taking part in professional 
learning. At Dillbadin, we believe teachers are lifelong learners too, and ongoing 
professional development helps them continue to grow and deliver the best possible 
education for our students.

At Dillbadin Primary School, one of our core expectations is to ‘Be a Learner’. This value 
isn't just for our students- our staff are committed to modelling this mindset every day. On 
Friday 8th August, our entire staff team will be embracing the role of learners during a 
Professional Development Day focused on understanding and responding to trauma in 
school settings.

Our theme, ‘Learning Through a Trauma-Informed Lens’, will help us deepen our 
knowledge and refine our practices to better support every child in our school, especially 
those facing mental health challenges. 

We will have two guest presenters, both bringing a wealth of knowledge and experience thy 
will share. Our first presenter Sally brings a magnitude of experience working with students 
in the area of mental health in schools. Her trauma-informed approach blends her 
experience as an Occupational Therapist with practical strategies for understanding and 
supporting behaviour and wellbeing. Staff will explore how mental health and trauma 
influence behaviour and learning and practice evidence-based strategies to use in the 
classroom to support our students. 

Our second presenter is from the Australian Childhood Foundation. She has supported 
students who have experienced significant trauma in her role at ACF. Sharon will introduce 
our staff to the ACF Framework ‘Making Space for Learning’ which supports educators in 
building trauma-sensitive classrooms. Staff will explore ways to create safe and supportive 
environments that help children heal and thrive and gain tools and strategies to respond 
compassionately and effectively to trauma.

We are incredibly proud of our team for their ongoing commitment to professional growth. 
By dedicating this day to learning about trauma and its impact, our staff are equipping 
themselves with the knowledge and tools to ensure every child at Dillbadin Primary feels 
safe, supported, and ready to learn. We look forward to sharing some of our key takeaways 
with families in future newsletters.



JUNIOR
Ollie for displaying the DPS 

expectations of “Be Safe” at the RSPCA 
excursion. 

MIDDLE
Daniel for being a brilliant maths 

learner this week!

SENIOR

The BIDMAS Bandits (Elijah, Faiq, 
Rohaan, Havery and Samip) for 

spending your own free time improving 
your understanding of the order of 

operations.
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MRS 
BLAKE

ART:
Sampi for his excellent work on his 

Picasso-inspired portrait in Art. 

MISS D
Performing Arts:

Amare for being a superstar dancer in 
Performing Arts this week!

MISS 
GANGE

Physical Education:
Sebastian for trying his best in 

gymnastics today.  Great job Seb!
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Date Event

Every Friday 3:00pm School Assembly

Friday 8th August Curriculum Day

Mon 11th Aug to Wed 13 Aug Senior Class Camp

Tuesday 12 August ANAM Incursion – Middle Class only

Wed 20 Aug to Thurs 21 Aug Middle Class Camp

Wednesday 27th August ANAM School Concert

Friday 19th September Final day of Term 3 – 2:30pm finish
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Our students have again earned 8  
leaf in the past week, which is
800 acknowledgements of 

positive behaviour.  
Amazing work, everyone!
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