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We've had a great week at school, filled with energy, learning, and engagement. 
Our recent Curriculum Day was a valuable opportunity for staff to deepen their understanding of 
effective mathematics teaching, and we’re already seeing that learning reflected in classrooms.

It’s been wonderful to see students happy, focused, and engaged across all areas of their learning. The 
positive atmosphere across the school is a real credit to our students, staff, and community.

Happy Mother’s Day

We extend our warmest wishes for a very happy Mother’s Day
for Sunday to all the special and significant women in our
students’ lives. Whether you’re a mum, grandmother, carer, 
aunty, or family friend—your love, guidance, and support make
a lasting difference, and we celebrate you today and every day.

Special Lunch

Next week our special lunch is PIZZA!!!  Please bring your money in by Tuesday 13th May to ensure you 
get your pizza, a sweet treat and a juice box. 

Penelope Harris
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Thank You – Mother’s (and Special Person’s) Day Celebrations

A heartfelt thank you to all the families who supported our Mother’s/Special Person’s Day 
Stall—your contributions helped make it a special experience for the students.

We also extend our sincere thanks to everyone who joined us for the Mother’s Day Afternoon 
Tea. It was wonderful to see so many of you there, and we hope you enjoyed your Devonshire 
tea and a cuppa as much as we enjoyed hosting you.
Your involvement truly helps strengthen our school community, and we’re grateful for your 
ongoing support.

Grandparents & Special Persons Classroom Visit – Monday 12th May

Following the wonderful turnout and engagement at our Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea, we’re 
excited to welcome families back to school for another special event.
On Monday 12th May at 2:30pm, we will be opening our classrooms to grandparents or special 
people in your child’s life. This is a lovely opportunity for our visitors to see what learning looks 
like at school and spend some time in the classroom environment.
We look forward to celebrating the important role these special people play in our students’ 
lives. We hope you can join us!

School tours 

Dillbadin PS warmly invites prospective parents to join 
school tours from Monday, 5th May to Friday, 9th May 
(excluding Wednesday). Tours begin at 9:30am—please meet 
at the school office, located at 25 Tormore Road, Boronia. 
This is an excellent opportunity to see learning in action and 
discover the exceptional educational experiences our school 
provides.

Please spread the word!

Reminder: Shop Local – Support Boronia!

Don’t forget—we’re still collecting receipts for the Shop Local – Support Boronia campaign! 
Simply drop receipts from any Boronia small business into the collection box at school and help 
us be in the running to win $2000 for our school.

Every little bit counts, whether it’s a coffee, a meal, a haircut, or groceries—so please 
remember to save your receipts and send them in.

Let’s keep supporting our local businesses and working together for our school community!

Library Visits – A Quick Reminder!
A reminder that our wonderful partnership with Boronia Library is continuing! Each fortnight, 
students walk to the library to take part in a dedicated session, exploring the space and 
borrowing books to enjoy at school or home.

These visits are a fantastic way to nurture a love of reading and build important library skills. 
Please refer to the Important Dates section for the scheduled visit days.
Thank you for your continued support in helping our students grow as enthusiastic readers!
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Research has shown that there are six key components to successful 
beginning reading. Because of their importance, they have become 
known as 'The Big Six': oral language, phonological awareness, phonics, 
vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension.

Last newsletter we learnt about Fluency this week we are looking at 
Comprehension.

How does comprehension contribute to reading success? 
Comprehension or understanding what we read is the whole aim of reading. (See Phonics: a 
guide for families for a diagram that explains the reading process.) Good readers comprehend 
in different ways depending on the book, article or website they are reading. Some of the ways 
readers comprehend include: 
• predicting before reading and as they read 
• making connections between what is being read and the reader’s past experiences of books, 
life and the world 
• asking questions about what is being read. What is this character going to do in this situation? 
Why did that character do that? 
• monitoring meaning, checking predictions, confirming them, correcting them, re-predicting 
and rereading 
• creating a mental summary of key parts of the story or information 
• creating a mental picture of characters, setting 
• inferring, interpreting and reading ‘between the lines’ 
• considering the text purpose. Why did the author write this book? How does the author 
intend for me to respond to this article?

What can parents can do at home to encourage comprehension?
To help children to see that the aim of reading is meaning making, read together for lots of 
different purposes then discuss and reflect on the things you read together. Comprehension 
shouldn’t be forced, it should come naturally from reading. 
• Share your response to a book read together with your child, for example: I liked the part 
when … What did you like? I was surprised by the part when … What surprised you? 
• Talk about other books or experiences that you are reminded of when reading aloud. You 
could say: This is like that other book we read about … That part of the story reminded me of 
when we went to visit Grandma and … 
• Pause and predict at interesting points in a story, when reading aloud, for example: Oh, that’s 
an interesting situation. I wonder what the character is going to do now? How do you think 
that character is feeling right now? What might happen next? 
• Retell stories to each other after reading. Make stories part of play using dress-ups, dolls or 
figurines, drawing and craft, sand play or play dough.

Wishing all our families a fantastic week ahead. 
And don’t forget—Mother’s Day is this Sunday! Be sure to give your mum or special person a 
little extra love and recognition for all they do.
Thank you for being such a valued part of our school community!

Penelope
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Spending Time Outside: Boosting Wellbeing and Success at School
As we move through the school year and the weather starts to become cooler, it's essential to 
remind ourselves of the benefits that spending time outside can have on children's wellbeing and 
academic success. Research consistently shows that outdoor activities and time spent in nature 
profoundly impact children's mental, physical, and emotional health.

Being outside promotes physical activity, which helps develop strong muscles, bones, and physical 
health. But the benefits go beyond just physical fitness. Outdoor play and learning encourage 
creativity, problem-solving, and teamwork. These experiences help children build resilience, 
improve focus, and reduce stress. Studies show that students who spend more time outdoors are 
often more engaged in their schoolwork, are happier, more resilient and better problem solvers.

Outdoor time also fosters a sense of connection with nature, helping children develop a deeper 
understanding of their environment and sense of self. This connection improves emotional 
regulation and overall happiness, making students more prepared to face challenges at school with 
a positive attitude. 

At Dillbadin PS, we aim to use all areas of our school for learning, including our beautiful and 
natural outdoor spaces. We believe students can learn at all times in all different locations, and 
outdoor learning is incorporated into learning whenever possible.

Celebrating Walk to School Day - Friday, May 16th
Next Friday, May 16th, Dillbadin Primary School is excited to celebrate Walk to School Day! 

This is a special event where students, staff, and families are encouraged to leave their cars at 
home and walk to school, promoting both physical health and environmental sustainability.

 Walking to school helps children get some fresh air, and develop a sense of community with their 
peers. Parents and families are encouraged to walk with us. Students will receive a hot milo when 
they arrive at school.

Date: Next Friday 16th May

Time: We will meet at 8:30 and walk to school, arriving just 

before 9:00am

Where: Outside Woolworths, Boronia Junction

Neisha Gange – Assistant Principal
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JUNIOR
Ayan for doing amazing research about 

dingos for his information report.

MIDDLE
Amare for being an enthusiastic 

participant in Phonics. 

SENIOR
Aazaan, what a great week!  Your 

contributions in class are always so 
valuable to our learning. 
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MRS 
BLAKE

ART:
Gerard for always giving Art a go and 

doing his best work.

MISS D
Performing Art:

Daniel for demonstrating confidence 
during a mime activity in Performing 

Arts!

MISS 
GANGE

PE/Auslan:
There were no classes this week – so 

also no award.
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The Premiers' Reading 
Challenge begins on 
the first Monday in 

March each year and 
ends on the first Friday 

in September. 

2025 Premiers' 
Reading Challenge is 

now open. 

The Challenge 
encourages children 

and students to read a 
set number of books 

over the year and 
record their efforts 

online.

Please speak with your 
child’s classroom 
teacher for more 

information.



Date Event

Every Friday 3:00pm School Assembly

Monday 12th May Grandparents/Special Person’s Day from 
2:30pm

Thursday 15th May School Council – 9am

Friday 16th May Walk Safely to School Day

Monday 19th May Boronia Library Visit

Wednesday 21st May Simultaneous Storytime at Boronia 
Library

Friday 30th May 2.30pm Information Reports open 
session

Monday 2nd June Boronia Library Visit

Wednesday 4th June Incursion – Musica Viva

Monday 9th June Public Holiday – King’s Birthday

Thursday 12th June School Council – 9am

Monday 16th June Boronia Library Visit

Wednesday 18th June Middle – NGV Excursion

Monday 30th June Boronia Library Visit

Friday 4th July Last Day of Term 2 – 2.30pm finish
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Our students earned 5 leaves 
in the past week, which is 500 
acknowledgements of positive 

behaviour.  
Amazing work everyone!
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For more information regarding enrolling your child in primary 
school in 2026 including timelines please click on the link below:

Enrolling in primary school for 2026
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https://www.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-11/Factsheet-for-foundation-enrolment-2025-26-English_0.pdf
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